
 

R.E. : skills that need to be taught in the Foundation Stage 

What it is… 
To explore the world of religion in terms of special people, 
books, times, places and objects. 
Listen to and talk about religious stories. 
To be introduced to religious words and use their senses in 
exploring religions and beliefs, practices and forms of 
expression. 
To reflect on their own feelings and experiences. 
To use their imagination and curiosity to develop their 
appreciation and wonder of the world in which they live. 

EYFS Early Learning Goals: 
To have talked about their family and why they are important. 
To remember and talk about significant events in their own 
experience. 
To recognise and describe special times and events for family or 
friends. 
To listen to some religious stories i.e. Christmas story, Joseph and his 
Coat of Many Colours. 
To find out about special celebrations i.e. Christmas, weddings, 
Baptism, Raksha Bandhan, Chinese New Year, Mother’s Day, Easter, 
Holi. 
To look at different religious artefacts and finding out why they are 
important 

By the end of Nursery: 
To look at similarities and differences that connect them to, and 
distinguish them from, others. 

To have talked about their family and why they are important. 
To remember and talk about significant events in their own 
experience. 
To recognise and describe special times and events for family or 
friends. 

To find out about India– their religion, customs, clothes and food. 

To be immersed in the Christmas story and act it out in front of an 
audience. 
To have looked at some religious artefacts and talked about how they 
are important to other religions. 

EYFS Skills to be taught and assessed: 
UW-People and Communities. ELG 
 To be able to talk about past and present events in 

their own lives and in the lives of family members. 
 To know that other children don’t always enjoy the 

same things, and are sensitive to this. 
 To know about similarities and differences between 

themselves and others, among families, communities 
and traditions. 

PSED: Making Relationships. ELG 
To show sensitivity to other’s needs and feelings, and 

form positive relationships with adults and other 
children. 

Nursery skills to be taught and assessed: 

 To be aware of living in a multi-cultural society.  
 To listen and respond to religious stories. 
 To talk about a range of special objects/places/

people/practices. 
 To use some basic religious vocabulary. 
 Shows awareness of things and people that 

matter to them. 
 Show curiosity and interest in the world around 

them. 

 Show an awareness of right and wrong. 
 

Suggestions for how to 

evidence this: 
 

 Observations. 
 Pictures. 
 Discussions. 
 Photographs. 
 Displays. 
 Writing. 
 Planning.  

Specific vocabulary: 

 Christianity, Hinduism, 
Judaism. 

 Names and characters in 

religious stories e.g. 
Christmas- Mary, Joseph, 
Angels, Shepherds, Wise 

men, Baby Jesus. 
 Names of celebration 

learning about. 

 Names of different religious 
artefacts. 
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R.E. : skills that need to be taught in KeyStage One 

What it is… 

Promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and 
physical development of pupils. 
Prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and 

experiences of adult life. 
Pupils will learn about religious traditions. 
Pupils will learn from faith. 

By the end of Year 1 
To be introduced to the meaning of Christmas, Easter and 
Hanukkah celebrations. 
To listen to religious stories and talk about them, e.g. Noah’s 
Ark, David and Goliath, Rama and Sita, The Good Samaritan 
Buddha and the Swan.  
To look at places people go to worship. 
To look at a variety of religious artefacts and symbols and find 

out which religion they belong to. 
To talk about special times and occasions that have happened 
to them or members of their family, e.g. birthdays, weddings, 
christenings etc, and connect this to current learning.  

By the end of Year 2 

To find out about the Christian festival of harvest and the 
Jewish festival of Sukkot and compare the two festivals. 
To learn about the Hindu story of Diwali and how it is 

celebrated today. 
To learn about Islamic traditions.  
To recall the story of Christmas and take part in the 

Christmas production. 
Discuss ways they could improve the area of which they 
live in and how they can make the world a better place. 

Year 1 Skills to be taught and assessed: 

To recount elements of religious stories. 
To recognise religious objects/places/people/
practices. 

To recognise some religious symbols and use 
some religious words. 
To say what is important in their own lives and 

link this to learning in R.E. 
To recognise interesting/puzzling aspects of life. 
To express their own values and concerns and 

know that life involves choices between right and 
wrong. 

Year 2 Skills to be taught and assessed: 

To describe some religious ideas from stories and 
some basic religious beliefs and teachings using 
some religious vocabulary. 
 To retell religious, spiritual and moral stories.  
 To identify how religion and belief is expressed 

in different ways.  

 To describe some religious objects/places/

people and practices. 
 To suggest meanings for some religious 

actions and symbols. 

 To describe experiences and feelings they 
share with others, including characters in 
stories with religious meaning. 

 To ask questions about puzzling aspects of 
life and experience and suggest answers, 
including religious ones. 

 In matters of right and wrong they 
recognise their own values and those of 

Suggestions for how to 

evidence this: 
 Written and oral recounts of 

stories and festivals. 

 Drawings 
 Observations  
 Film/photograph their acting 

 Assemblies  
 Displays   

Specific vocabulary: 

Festivals, i.e. Christmas, 
Hanukkah, Diwali, Harvest, 
Sukkot, Easter. 

Artefacts and symbols. 
Places of worship, i.e. Church, 
Cathedral, Synagogue, temple. 

Stories - Moses, Noah’s Ark, 
Buddha and the swan, Rama 
and Sita, Zaccheus, The Good 

Samaritan. 
Special occasions - Birthday/
Weddings/Christening. 
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