
 

Music: skills that need to be taught in the Foundation Stage 

What it is... 

 
Children will be immersed in  a variety of sounds and 
music from different styles and cultures.  

All children will learn and perform songs and music. 
Opportunities for children to explore sounds and create 
rhythms.  

By the end of Nursery: 

 
Children will be able to sing some familiar songs and can 
join in with dancing and ring games.  

Children will begin to explore how sounds can be 
changed and tap out a simple rhythm. 

By the end of Reception: 

 
Children will sing a repertoire of songs and will explore 
the different sounds of a range of instruments. Children 

will talk about how sounds can be changed. Listening 
and dancing to a variety of music.  

Skills taught and assessed in Nursery: 

 
 To learn a sing a few familiar songs. 
 To dance and learn some ring games. 

 Initiate movement to music. 
 Explores different sounds in the 

environment and with instruments. 

 Understand how sounds can be changed. 
 Clap a simple rhythm. 

Skills taught and assessed in Reception: 

 
 To learn voice warming exercises– Pumpkin 

and Raisin Face. 

 To sing a repertoire of traditional songs and 
nursery rhymes. 

 To explore different sounds using a range of 

instruments. 
 Explore how sounds can be changed. 
 Tap out a rhythm. 

 To learn how to move to different rhythms.  

Suggestions for how to evidence 
this: 
 

 EYFS observations on 
2Build.  

 Production in assemblies. 

Specific vocabulary: 
 
Loud 
Quiet 

Pitch 
Instruments names. 
Express 
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Music : skills that need to be taught in KeyStage One 

What it is... 

 

Children will control sounds through sing and playing 

( performing). By creating and developing musical ideas 

(composing), responding and  
reviewing (appraising) and apply knowledge and 
understanding. 

 

By the end of Year 1: 

 
To name common untuned and tuned  
instruments.  Children will make long and short sounds 

by using instruments and their voices.  Recalling and 
remembering short songs and singing with awareness of 

pitch and speed. Children will combine sounds, clap a 

long rhythm and use instruments to represent feelings.  

By the end of Year 2: 

 
Children will build on their previous knowledge and  
understanding. They will  explore tempo and pitch and 

create different moods. 
Children will talk about similarities and differences  
between music of different styles and cultures. 

Skills taught and assessed in Year 1: 

  To follow instructions on how and when to 
sing or play an instrument. 

 To make and control long and short sounds 

using voices and instruments. 
 To make sounds– loud/quiet/high/low. 
 Clap longer rhythms. 

 Combine sounds using different instruments. 
 To choose sounds to represent ideas, 

thoughts, feelings, moods. 

 To name and play untuned/ tuned 
instruments musically.  

 To contribute to a class composition. 

 To listen for different types of sounds 

and talk about likes and dislikes.  

Skills taught and assessed in Year 2: 

 To make and control long and short sounds, 
using voices and instruments. 

 To change voice to create different effects. 

 Make a sequence of long and short sounds. 
 Make a sequence of sounds changing pitch 

and tempo. 

 To imitate changes in pitch. 
 To change pitch of different instruments. 
 To take notice of others when performing. 

 Create different moods in music. 
 Adapt work to improve it and say why. 
 Talk about similarities and differences 

between music. 
 To name and play untuned/ tuned 

instruments musically.  
 To compose and perform a piece of music.  

Suggestions for how to 

evidence this: 
 

 Performance in assemblies. 

 Recording on i-Pads. 
 Planning and annotations.  

 

Specific vocabulary: 

 
Performing 
Composing 

Appraising 
Pitch 
Tempo 

Pulse  
Rhythm  
Dynamics (Loud and Soft) 

Structure 
Texture 
Composition 
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